
Dawid Kruiper’s funeral used for political grandstanding

such as government officials, businesspersons 
and indigenous representatives… most of  
whom are unknown to the local ‡Khomani 
community.  

Most of  the local ‡Khomani walked to the 
funeral and the tent was not large enough 
to accommodate everyone. Consequently, it 
was full of  dignitaries and media while the 
‡Khomani had to be content to sit outside. 
Even when the food was served, those 
sitting in the tent were afforded tables, chairs, 
tablecloths, crockery and hot food, while 
the ‡Khomani, including members of  Oom 
Dawid’s immediate family, sat outside in the 
blazing sun eating vaguely warm food served 
in polystyrene cartons with plastic spoons. 
There were no tables.

It is not clear why the government thought 
such treatment of  the local community was 
appropriate. Why was there not adequate 
shade for everyone? Why did everyone 
not receive the same catering? The funeral 
reflected the daily living standards of  the 
‡Khomani, and the government’s 
perception that the ‡Khomani 
community do not deserve the same 

By Julie Grant
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IT WAS WITH great regret that I found 

myself  unexpectedly heading to the 
Kalahari to attend the funeral of  Dawid 

Kruiper, traditional leader of  the ‡Khomani 
Bushmen of  the Northern Cape. The 
government decided to honour Oom David 
with a state funeral for the role he played in 
the ‡Khomani land claim. While this may 
seem a generous and appropriate response, 
the funeral itself  turned into little more 
than a media circus benefiting the attending 
dignitaries who could be seen to be doing 
that ‘right thing’. Many of  the government 
departments represented at the funeral have 
not sufficiently supported the ‡Khomani 
community since the successful ‡Khomani 
land claim in 1999.

The government constructed an unsealed 
road and two car parks on the ‡Khomani 
farm of  Witdraai for the purposes of  the 
funeral and its 2000 attendees. A tent was 
erected and portable toilets installed. This 
while the ‡Khomani have lived without 
suitable housing, infrastructure or basic 
services, including sanitation. Perhaps it 
should have been no surprise then that these 
funeral provisions were of  little benefit to the 
members of  the ‡Khomani community, but 
were most welcomed by attending ‘dignitaries’, 
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The local community were sidelined by the politics at their late leader’s funeral service
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LIFE IS A constant learning 
experience. It wasn’t until I read an 

email, an act I rarely perform without 
guilt, that I discovered that I could do 
something that would force me out of  
my ‘Pietermaritzburg Comfort Zone’ and 
propel me into new realms of  thinking. 
The email invited students to intern at the 
IAMCR Conference in Durban.

I was a tabula rasa, desperate for the ink 
of  theories past and present to stain me 
and forever change my function in the 
grander and greater scheme of  things. I 
knew that the conference could change the 
way in which I see the media and its role 

THE 2012 IAMCR conference allowed UKZN’s Howard 
College Campus to welcome international delegates to share 

research findings from across the globe. The first day included 
the usual administrative hitches regarding misplaced name 
badges but the task of  organising an event of  such scale was 
duly noted, most notably by the impressed Brazilian delegates.

Daily parallel sessions of  90 minutes covered a wide variety of  
topics, from ‘Political Economy’ and ‘Political Communication 
Research’ to ‘Gender and Communications’ and ‘Journalism, 
Research and Education’.

Plenary Sessions in which conference participants converged 
to attend a focal session were also held. Tuesday’s session on 
the topic of  ‘Freedom of  the Media’ addressed such issues as 
the proposed Protection of  State Information Bill, an issue 
of  increasing concern for independent branches of  the South 
African media and members of  the public, as demonstrated by 
the ‘Right to Know’ campaign. The session took the form of  a 
panel of  speakers that included Mail and Guardian investigative 
journalist Sam Sole. While engaging in discursive disdain, the 
panellists debated the bill’s contradictory elements.

The theme of  freedom of  the media was the  
focus of  the ‘Journalism Research and Communication’ session 
the next day. Under the theme of  ‘Professional Journalism 

Media is a complicated business
By Anita Dlamini

That’s why we have 
these conferences

By Danica Hansen

CCMS volunteers at the IAMCR 2012 conference, found the work hard but interesting and are proud of a job well done
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A local perspective on Media & Comms

WITH POUNDING HEART, sweaty palms and thoughts racing, I approached the first day 
of 2012’s IAMCR Conference, held here in our very own ‘sunny beach city’ of Durban. 

Hours of hard work ensured that the conference ran smoothly as delegates from all over 
the world arrived, pouring from buses like a sea of sardines waiting to be caught up in the 
excitement of numerous academic presentations set for each day, writes Bianca Beharie.

Being in a room full of political communication fundis was enlightening. Topics 
covered ranged from the Arab Spring and its social media genesis to Rupert Murdoch 
and his ‘Wizard of Oz’ persona as a Media God. Plenary sessions were informative 
and heated, with Media Freedom and Nollywood raising particularly sharp debate 
and intricate questions. Cameras flashed and languages flew, fuelling the fire 
for an unforgettable four days of laughter, fun, serious academic discussion and  
the making of new friends. 

This event opened the eyes of first-time attendees and demonstrated that South Africa is 
on the path to success in the realm of Media and Communications.

2
facilities afforded that government officials enjoy on a daily basis. 
Even if  the government had the best of  intentions, the event 
ended up as little more than a circus, a term repeated by members 

of  the local ‡Khomani community. To the public 
sitting at home watching the media coverage, the 
government may have seemed to be appropriating the 
honouring of  Oom Dawid. It is unfortunate that the 

government did not do more to include the local community in 
the events rather than reinforcing societal divisions and ensuring 
that the event served the government’s own purpose: to be seen 
to be doing the right thing.

By close of  day, many of  the ‡Khomani felt that the funeral 
had not served their needs as a community or as individuals and 
expressed the desire to return to Oom Dawid’s grave to pay their 
respects without the surrounding circus. As will I.

continued from page 1:

in international discourse and the way in 
which I represent my voice. This inspired 
me to take the leap and I signed up for the 
internship. After the initial training session 
with intern manager Zuleika Sheik, I felt 
ready to conquer the world. Equipped 
with my newly acquired techno savvy and  
ability to answer any question the delegates 
might send my way, I smiled and waited 
for the fireworks. 

The morning of  day one of  the 
conference, I couldn’t wait to be the best 
intern the International Association for 

Media and Communication Research had 
ever encountered. As the first flood of  
visitors registered, I set up equipment and 
simultaneously changed the World One 
PowerPoint presentation, while skilfully 
hiding torrents of  nervous sweat.

The first presentation in the Visual 
Culture room tested the theories we had 
heard in training, especially the need 
to keep our cool. After dealing with my 
first technical problem and contacting 
the right people to fix it, I refocused my 
scattered nerves and listened in on the 
presentation - which turned out to be 
fascinating. Few things are more inspiring 
than watching a woman explain film to a 
crowd of  informed enthusiasts.

Day two bought a sense of  calm. 
Everyone had dealt with the worst and 
we all confidently took our posts on 
a smooth-sailing ship. After missing 
some talks, I was determined to catch 
the entire second session. Papers on 
culture and autobiographical memory 
addressed hegemony within the post-
colonial African context and explained 
how Africans regarded language as sacred 
when making cultural associations with 
past and future. 

This intense theory could only be 
adequately deciphered and represented 
by the genius of  Portuguese researcher 
Lourdes Macedo. As a student who is 
particularly interested in narrative visual 
culture and advertising, I was fascinated 
to hear voices from all over the world 
joining a conversation that recognised the 
shunned South and the dominant North.

My highlight occurred when Professor 
Ruth Teer-Tomaselli introduced me to  
Professor Herman Wasserman of  the 
Rhodes School of  Journalism and author 
of  the eighth chapter in my media 
readings. I remember nothing except my 
silent screams of  joy at finally meeting the 
man behind the most challenging part of  
my final exam. I thanked him and drifted 
away on a cloud of  appreciation. 

My life was altered and my mission 
accomplished.

Freedom, Democracy and Harsh Reality’, Zimbabwe’s Elliot 
Muchena discussed the state of  the media in Zimbabwe, with 
reference to the Access to Information and Protection of  
Privacy Act of  2003. 

The ongoing concerns surrounding freedom of  
the media as a democratic entity were addressed 
under the consideration that “Thirty-two years 
after independence, freedom of  expression continues to elude 
the majority of  Zimbabweans” while the new media laws  
“instead of  improving the situation, compound the freedom 
of  expression dilemma”. Muchena’s presentation documented 
a qualitative research project investigating the impact of  the 
media monopoly in Zimbabwe. Muchena commented on the 
authoritarian system of  media in Zimbabwe, saying that: “Laws 
which have continued since the 1960s curtail the media from 
being a vehicle of  public expression, political accountability and 
empowerment.”

The scope of  the conference encompassed issues relevant 
to the media from a global perspective. The conference 
attendees were enriched by the opportunity to share 
information.

The opening lecture provided some fascinating insights into the media
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By Niall McNulty

THE KZN LITERARY Tourism Project, now in its tenth 
year under the leadership of  Professor Lindy Stiebel, 
researches writers and places, and creates tourism 

products from this research.

SOUTH AFRICA IS saddled with 
the challenges that the Human 

Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) have posed over the years. The 
South African government, academics 
and organisations have partnered in 
various ways to see that the fight against 
these ‘enemies within’ is won and that 
men, women and children can be spared 
the scourge of  this epidemic.

The Femidom: giving 
women more control 
over contraception 

By Temitope Ogunlela

USAID staff repackage femidoms

Above: The INK map of writers’ trails

Left: Alan Paton’s study4

Writers, Cato Manor Writers, Grey Street Writers, South Coast 
Writers and the North Coast Writers) as well as two stand-alone 
writer trails (Haggard and Paton). 

The most popular of  these has been the INK Writers Trail, 
which is closely linked to the established Inanda Heritage Route. 
Inanda is located about 25km inland from Durban and along 
with Ntuzuma and KwaMashu (INK) collectively forms part of  
an urban regeneration programme initiated by the government. 
Notable residents include Mohandas Gandhi, John Dube and 
Isaiah Shembe. The trail features writers such Mandla Langa, Sita  
Gandhi family, Mewa Ramgobin, Herbert I. E. Dhlomo, Ellen 
Kuzwayo  and Angelina Sithebe, with stops including 
the Phoenix Settlement, Ohlange 
Institute, Inanda 
Seminary 
and Kwa   
Mashu.
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Initiated as a National Research Foundation funded research 
project in 2003 and based at the Programme of  English Studies 
at the University of  KwaZulu-Natal, the project has since 
received funding from the National Arts Council and partnered 
with various municipalities to continue its work. 

Literary tourism, popular in the United States and the United 
Kingdom, deals with places and events from fictional texts 
and the lives of  the authors of  those texts. This could include 
following the route a character charts, visiting settings from a 
story or tracking down the haunts of  a writer. Literary tourists 
are specifically interested in how places have influenced writing 
and at the same time how writing has created place. In order to 
become a literary tourist, you need little more than your favourite 
text and an adventurous spirit. 

KwaZulu-Natal has a rich but under-researched literary heritage. 
Popular writers include Alan Paton, Rider Haggard, Lewis Nkosi, 
Mandla Langa, John van de Ruit and Wilbur Smith. The province 
is also home to many lesser-known writers, often publishing in 
the vernacular. The KZN Literary Tourism Project’s initial goal 
was to research these writers and spread this information. This 
entailed the development of  an authors’ database, consisting 
of  a number of  author profiles (currently at 113) and made 
available through the project’s website. Each profile includes a 
short biography of  the writer, an extract from their work and a 
bibliography. Where available, multimedia elements are included.

In the past five years, the project has focused its attention on 
developing writers’ trails around individual artists and literary 
areas. There are now six area-based trails (Midlands Writers, INK 

Trailing tales 
and the tellers

and well-known form of  HIV and AIDS 
prevention and remain one of  the most 
reliable methods. In my personal study, I 
discovered that one major challenge that 
women in this part of  the globe experience 
is gender inequality. Patriarchy makes it 
difficult for women to negotiate safer sex 
practices like the use of  condoms, but a 
female-controlled prevention method 
(female condom) was developed in the 
1980s. The femidom is a barrier method 
used during sexual intercourse. It is worn 
by the female partner and blocks semen 
and body fluids from entering the woman’s 
body. The FC1 is a first-generation female 
condom that was made from polyurethane, 
which is expensive. This affected uptake 
and a second-generation female condom 
(FC2) was produced in 2009 from a less 
expensive material: synthetic nitrile. 

The first generation of  female 
condoms (FC1) was introduced to South 
Africa in 1997. Since then, the National 
Department of  Health has included 
female condom distribution in its family 
planning and partnered with organisations 
that engage in advocacy for the female 

condom. In 2004 the department decided 
to stop the distribution of  femidoms due 
to a lack of  demand. This lack relates to 
cultural, economic and social factors that 
affect women’s ability to negotiate safer 
sexual choices. 

South Africa has little mass 
communication about female condoms. 
Most of  our approach to the female 
condom has surrounded the distribution 
of  the female condoms with no effective 
communication. If  the same publicity 
given the male condom in South Africa 
were to be extended to the female condom, 
it might be accepted. Female condoms still 
remain expensive because of  low demand, 
but the government could partner 
with non-governmental organisations 
and purchase female condoms in large 
quantities for distribution. This would 
lower cost and increase uptake. 

It is time to consider the plight of  
women with regard to HIV and AIDS in 
South Africa and for every stakeholder 
to support intervention and programmes 
that inform and encourage the use of  
female condoms.

The shift in approaches to contraception 
since the 1960s has assisted in moving the 
responsibility of  contraception decision-
making to women and the same is 
expected of  women with regards to HIV 
and AIDS prevention. Global statistics 
show that the prevalence rate of  HIV and 
AIDS among women of  reproductive age 
(15-49) is on the increase and that there 
is an urgent need to find a solution that 
places women in charge of  negotiating 
safer sex practices.

South Africa has not been left out of  
the fight. Our population is approximately 
51 million. South Africans living with 
HIV increased from 4.21 million to 5.38 
million between 2001 and 2011. HIV is 
most prevalent amongst South Africa’s 
roughly 26.07 million females. Most 
local researchers agree that women are 
not sufficiently included in practical 
approaches to combating HIV. The Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/
AIDS (UNAIDS) established a four-year 
operational plan from 2010 that set the 
agenda for accelerated action for women, 
gender equality and HIV. This plan set an 
action framework to address challenges 
that put women and girls at risk and make 
them vulnerable to HIV. This has set the 
basis upon which most countries address 
women and girls in HIV and AIDS 
prevention programmes.

Male condoms are the most popular 5
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the event and ‘the troop’ of Advocate Thuli’s bodyguards 
scouting the area created a surreal vibe that myself and 
many of the volunteers had never felt before. 

The third Plenary session on Nollywood and African 
Satellite Channels 
featured CCMS’s 
very own Professor 
Keyan Tomaselli and 
Dr Nyasha Mboti 
as the sessions co-
chairs, along with 
PhD Candidate and 
Fullbright Scholar 
Matthew Brown. 
The session was 
sponsored by 
Multichoice Africa 
and highlighted 
the popular and 
growing Nigerian 
Film Industry, dubbed 

“Nollywood”. An interesting presentation by Shmerah 
Passchier of AFDA (Film School South Africa), focused 
on an experiment where a low budget Nollywood style film 
was produced by herself, and later bought and screened 
on DSTV’s Mzansi Magic. Passchier explained the 
very fascinating way in which she secured her R50 000 
budget for her film. She approached her 500 Facebook 
friends and asked for a contribution of R100 each to 

help produce the 
film in exchange 
for their names 
appearing in the 
films’ credits. 
This method 
of funding is a 
feasible method 
for young student 
film makers’ 
with a thirst 
for some first-
hand filmmaking 
experience. 

There were also 
a few exciting 
non-academic 
activities that 
were scheduled 
for delegates. An 
exquisite dinner 
took place at 
uShaka Marine 
World’s Moyo on 
the first evening. 
Face-painting 
and traditional 
dancing wowed 
the international 

audience and many delegates still wore their face-paint 
the next day during the formal sessions. The official Gala 
dinner sponsored 
by the South African 
Broadcasting 
Corporation 
(SABC), took 
place at Durban’s 
Elangeni Hotel 
on the third night, 
featuring UKZN’s 
The Three Tenors 
(Esewu Nobela; 
Wayne Mkhize; 
Ndumiso Nyoka) as 
the entertainment 
for the evening. 
The Audience 
were captivated 
by the breath-
taking performance 
and the Tenors 
powerful voices. 
Other entertainment 
throughout the 
conference, during 
lunch breaks and at 6

IAMCR Madness: 
Media Freedom to Film-making to Zulu Dancing

The friendly faces at the registration desk ensured that everyone was sorted out despite  the large numbers that took part

Volunteers provided 
the assembled crowd 
with an exuberant 
display of dancing

the closing ceremony, included traditional Zulu dancing, 
musical/ drum and Jazz performances.

The entire event had a considerable amount of media 
coverage. From SABC live radio broadcasting and 
interviews, to daily conference newsletters produced 
by North-West University’s Potchefstroom campus 
journalism students. There were also articles featured in 
local newspapers. A feature article and photographs of 
the Media Freedom Plenary session even appeared on 
the front page of the Daily News.

At the closing ceremony, the CCMS and Media 
volunteers prepared a short lively farewell dance for the 
delegates who were brought to their feet clapping and 
dancing. 

Next year the IAMCR Conference will be hosted by 
Dublin University in Ireland, 25-29 June 2013. The 
conference theme is: Crises, ‘Creative Destruction’ and 
the Global Power and Communication Orders, which 
should stimulate further relevant critical discussions on 
our role as media academics in an ever-changing world. 
For more information see: http://iamcr2013dublin.com/
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Post-doc fellow Dr Julie 
Grant being interviewed 
for radio

Professor Donal McCracken and Professor Ruth Teer-Tomaselli 
at the closing ceremony speeches 

HE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION for Media 
and Communication Research (IAMCR) hosts an 
annual conference where academics specialising 

in media and communications come together to share 
and receive valuable feedback on their current research. 
This year the conference took place in Durban at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Howard College Campus. 
Although our winter may have been quite warm for 
many delegates, there were a few that felt they were not 
prepared for the chill, especially a Jamaican delegate 
used to average temperatures of between 27˚C to 30˚C 
throughout the year.

Story and photos by Sarah Strauss

The conference theme was ‘South-North Conversations’ 
and was a reflection of the communication flows of 
the ‘Global South’ and ‘Global North’. Sessions ran 
simultaneously within 27 venues, across four days. 
Session themes included Audience; Community 
Communication; Journalism Research and Education; 
Media and Sport; Participatory Communication; Political 
Economy and many more. 

The most media-publicised session was the second 
plenary on the freedom of the media. The session 
featured the South African Public Protector, Advocate 
Thulisile Madonsela; Columnist and Journalist, Mzilikazi 
wa Afrika; Advocate and Human Rights Lawyer, George 
Bizos; and award-winning journalist, Sam Sole. The 
session cultivated intense media debate surrounding 
the proposed Protection of State Information Bill and 
impacts of this bill on the freedom of media entities in 
South Africa. The atmosphere with the media covering 

T
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PROFESSOR KEYAN TOMASELLI’S 
refrain during fieldtrips to the Kalahari 
is that ‘one should always be on the 

look-out for learning opportunities in the 
field as learning is not confined to the 
classroom’. This rang true during the 
SummerCulture 2012 Programme 
which ran from 23 July until 5 August 
when a cohort of MA and PhD students 
from the Centre for Communication, 
Media and Society (CCMS), University 
of KwaZulu Natal played host to eight 
PhD students from the Annenberg 
School for Communication, University of 
Pennsylvania.

By Varona Sathiyah

The theme of the programme was “Immersion and 
Inversion: Rethinking Critical Social Issues from a Southern 
Perspective”. The theme was carried through from an 
academic standpoint in terms of the content discussed in 
seminars which ranged from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, to Public Health Awareness campaigns 
disseminated via Entertainment-Education strategies.  
These issues are instrumental in addressing our country’s 
developmental hurdles. Our learning also occurred outside 
traditional modes of teaching-outside the classroom-thus 
inverting conventional pedagogical expectations.

Navigating through such a multi-national and multi-
ethnic group without offending anyone seemed like an 
insurmountable task. I fervently raked up my knowledge of 
American popular culture in an attempt to find some common 

ground to work 
from. Thankfully, 
my fears proved 
to be unfounded 
as our group 
meshed 
comfortably 
around our 
commonality 

as post-graduate students without relying on 
popular culture references. Much of the 

‘intercultural exchange’ occurred on an 
informal basis often while travelling to 
and from museums, battlefields and 
the university. We engaged in many 
interesting conversations that often 
went off on a tangent but also enabled 
us to see past our preconceived notions 
of each other. This random ‘hanging out’ 
and good-natured jesting provided us 

with a closeness that allowed for frank 
discussions about racial and class issues 

without the fear of inadvertently offending 
someone. 

Prof. McCracken, armed with a walking stick 
(used more as a prop than a walking aid) had the 

students enraptured by his detailed and lively narration of 
the trials, triumphs and tragedies at Spioenkop, Isandlwana, 
and Rorke’s Drift Battlefields. Our exuberance was tempered 
as we contemplated the grisly realities of war while walking 
amongst the gravesites. 

A raucous game of ‘30 seconds’ at the Royal Country 
Inn in Dundee, had student and Professor alike ardently 
engaging in charades and rushed explanations in an 
attempt to get our teammates to guess our clue. As we had 
interspersed the students from both universities amongst 
different teams, it fostered some fast-paced collaboration 
amongst the students. It was an unconventional but highly 
effective bonding experience. We had the added excitement 
of a possible ‘ghost-sighting’ at the hotel which could just 
have been an after-effect of traipsing through battlefields the 
entire day. It was thrilling nonetheless.

SummerCulture 2012 was an exhilarating intercultural 
exchange organised by Professors Barbie Zelizer, Ruth 
Teer-Tomaselli and Donal McCracken. It brought new 
bearing upon the phrase ‘learning in the field’. 

SummerCulture 2012:  
A whirlwind of Battlefields, Ghosts 
and Intercultural Exchange

Above: Grave sites at the Spioenkop Battlefield. Inset: Prof 
McCracken narrating events at the Battlefield.  Left and 
below: Part of our group at The Valley Trust - A centre for 
health promotion situated in The Valley of a Thousand Hills. 
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“To be recognised thus in the 
company of other such great scholars, 
practitioners and  researchers such as 
Larry Kincaid, Maria Lena Figouera, 
Lynn Dalrymple  the Johns Hopkins 
University contingent and my own 

colleagues is truly humbling.”  

THIS WAS PROF Keyan Tomaselli 
characteristically self-effacing 

response to the award.  Tomaselli started 
his media career in the film and TV 
industry in 1974, then taught in the Wits 
School of  Dramatic Art.  In 1981, he 
joined Rhodes University’s Journalism 
and Media Studies. He completed his 
PhD in 1984 and relocated to Durban in 
1985 to establish what is now known as 
The Centre for Communication, Media 
and Society (CCMS).  A Fellow of  the 
University of  KwaZulu-Natal and of  the 
International Communicology Institute, 
his accomplishments also include a 
Fulbright Scholarship and a KWANZA 
Award.  He is Academic Coordinator, 
School of  Applied Human Sciences, of  the 
graduate programme on Culture, Health 
and Communication, on and served 
on the Future of  the Humanities Panel 
constituted by the Academy of  Science of  
South Africa. He is an active member on 
the International Association for Media 
and Communication Research (IAMCR) 
working group on Communication and 
HIV/AIDS. It is in the field of  health 
and development communication, that 
Tomaselli was in September conferred 
the Alan Jafe Humanitarian Life-time 
Achievers Award.

JHHESA stands for Johns Hopkins 
Health and Education in South Africa.  
JHHESA has, via USAID, funded a 
public health communication programme 
at CCMS since 2002, and Tomaselli 
has played a crucial role in the of  the 
project.  Indeed, Tomaselli’s contribution 
nationally, always in conjunction with his 
colleagues and students he will remind us,  
has been significant.

Some of  Tomaselli’s earliest 
contributions to the field of  health 
communication, particularly in HIV 
prevention were his involvement in 
the Beyond Awareness campaign, 
commissioned by the Department of  
Health, between 1995-2000. Tomaselli, 
with a group of  CCMS graduates, was 
instrumental in developing a national 
AIDS campaign, using a communication/
cultural perspective which moved beyond 
just awareness to provide valuable 
research into cultural/socio/economic 
constraints to effective responses.  Media 
advisor on the Minster of  Health’s HIV/
AIDS committee (1995-2000) Tomaselli 
was also supervisor of  the late Prof  
Lynn Dalrymple’s PhD which resulted 
in the development of  DramAidE using 
performing arts and peer education 
in schools and universities across the 
country. Tomaselli’s ongoing networking 
and mobilisation of  his graduates and 
DramAidE led to a partnership in 
2001 with JHHESA to offer the first 
postgraduate course in Entertainment 
Education via Health promotion module 
anywhere in the world.  The course has 
attracted graduates, practitioners and 

Life-time Achiever’s Award 
for Communication Research

scholars internationally, and is now a full 
programme within the School where it 
partners with Psychology. 

In 2012, the programme was extended 
to offer specialised graduate programmes 
in health promotion and communication, 
and associated community engagement 
initiatives. The health communication 
programme has graduated 175 Honours, 
30 Masters and 8 PhD students since 2002. 
Many of  these graduates have pursued 
health related careers in education, media, 
the NGO sector, management and state.  

Some of  the high profile graduates 
mentored by Tomaselli include Dr Warren 
Parker, Dalyrymple, Dr Emma Durden, 
specialist in theatre for development, 
Mkhonzeni Gumede, Director of  
DramAidE, Eliza Govender, Programme 
Manager of  CCMS, and Richard Delate, 
Managing Director of  JHHESA. Tomaselli 
has also contributed to the field of  
public health communication through an 
extensive publication output. His co-edited 
Development and Public Health Communication 
(2011) will be followed by a case study 
anthology currently in press, whose editors 
Durden and Govender document 10 years 
of  student research generated through 
this health communication research track. 
The Lifetime achievers award presented 
to Tomaselli, recognises the significant 
contribution for institutionalised and stable 
continuation of  training, research and 
capacity building in health communication 
for academics and practitioners in the 
field. 
The JHHESA Team
Sept 2012

Mkhonzeni Gumede, director of DramAidE; Richard Delate, managing director 
of JHHESA; Professor Keyan Tomaselli, director of CCMS; and Eliza Govender, 

programme manager, CCMS



AFTER FLIPPING THROUGH the latest issue of  Time 
Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People, I tried to find out more 
about one of  the honourees: Salman Khan. And no, I am not 

referring to the Bollywood star of  the same name. As the founder of  a 
non-profit organisation that is making waves in the world of  pedagogy, 
this Salman Khan has received glowing praise (and money) from the 
likes of  Bill Gates. Khan Academy is a site that uploads free video 
tutorials on a variety of  subjects. Presented in chalkboard format, 
these lessons are familiar and make use of  the web’s many advantages. 
Sessions can be paused; optional exercises refer you back to videos that 
address weak areas; teachers can keep track of  their students’ progress 
and peer-to-peer tutoring is possible.

All of  the lessons I opened up were taught by Khan himself, an 
MIT graduate and Harvard Business School alumnus with a very 
conversational, accessible teaching style. The site explores topical 
issues relevant to people of  all ages, with the latest content including 
a section on heart disease and one that  demystified Europe’s financial 
woes for me. Finally! When I found the Maths and Science curriculum, 
I regreted the fact that I had discovered Khan Academy post-high 
school… it would have saved my parents a fortune on extra tuition 
fees.

In terms of  inclusivity, translators are working on making the content 
more accessible but there is still the requirement of  a relatively speedy 
internet connection - a big ask in developing countries. World Possible, 
another NPO, is creating snapshots of  the step-by-step lessons for use 
in rural areas.

I am not particularly tech-savvy but I have to say that Khan Academy 
is one of  the most exciting and user-friendly examples of  new media 
that I have come across. Personally, I have always appreciated the 
internet most for its ability to educate and provide a customised, self-
paced learning experience. Whether you’re a curious dabbler who 
wants to know more about art history before your trip to the Louvre 
or a student trying to figure out calculus or chemistry, there is now a 
streamlined resource waiting for you. Khan Academy, with its extensive 
library, seems well-intentioned and truly useful in an age of  superfluous 
efficiencies and meaningless apps.  

GREEN HEART CITY hosted the inaugural Butterfly Beret 
Accolades in conjunction with eThekwini Municipality, the 

South African National Society (SANS) and Alliance Française 
de Durban. 

Yes you Khan!

By Sanabelle Ebrahim

Out of the cocoon and 
flying free in the wind

Butterfly Beret Accoladees, Nashlen Govindasamy, Holly 
Wasserfall, Nikita Kekana, Gilly Mchunu and Mbuso Cele 

Into Africa
By Fathima Mahomedy
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Fathima Mahomedy waxes lyrical about a new 
voice in the world of pedagogy

Members of  the ‘Hearts of  the City’ ad hoc ensemble, Morgan 
Govender and Jean-Marie Spitaels delighted the audience with 
accordion and harmonica tunes.

The citizen-based Green Heart Movement was initiated in 
association with Cycles 4 Social Justice (C4SJ) and Ecology & 
Cycling. It encourages arts and poetry experiences around themes 
of  ecology, sustainable living, fashion and cycling. 

Green Hearts was co-founded by Mikhail Peppas, Gabriella-
Sofia Peppas and Sanabelle Ebrahim in June 2011. “Our aim 
is to position Durban as ‘Green Heart City’, just as New York 
is known as ‘The Big Apple’ and Paris as ‘The City of  Love,’” 
says Mikhail. Green felt cupcakes were introduced as Durban’s 
equivalent of  red velvet cupcakes (New York) at the Green Heart 
City/Ecology & Cycling stand at the 2012 Sustainable Living 
Expo. Restaurants were encouraged to start serving green heart 
beverage biscuits as a conversation point in the build-up to the 
launch of  Durban as Green Heart City in 2014. 

Green Hearts is planning an Integrated World of  Arts and 
Heritage Festival and Conference to coincide with the World 
Congress of  Architects in Durban in August 2014. The event 
aims to form a platform for integrating deaf  and hearing artists 
through Visual Theatre, Silent Cinema, poetry and music.

“The Green Felt Heart concept originated with the fabric called 
felt and has now been adapted to include green hearts made from 
beads and wire. We would like to see Green Felt Hearts - which 
originated in Durban - evolve into a legacy symbol for future 
COP meetings,” adds Mikhail. “Writing-green using macaronic 
versing in a variety of  languages is encouraged in spreading the 
‘living green’ message amongst youth across the globe. Some of  
the slogans we have thought up include Green the Extra Mile, 
Green-Consciousness, Green with Glory, and Green Hearts Beat 
Fresher. The plan is to establish an international Green Heart 
Movement.” 

Upcoming Green Heart activations include an 
interactive performance piece at the ‘Talking Hands’ 
Deaf  Theatre Festival at the Catalina in September 
and the Boulevard Beret Accolades at year-end.

The event took place at the Sustainable Living Exhibition at 
Durban Exhibition Centre on Spring Day and recognised five 
youths who have contributed towards advancing the arts, heritage 
and ecology in the City of  Durban and surrounds. Councillor 
Logie Naidoo presented berets to:

Gilly Mchunu (19) – former ARROWSA - Art, Culture and 
Heritage for Peace participant who represented ARROWSA and 
Durban at the 2010 ARROW Global Youth Congress in the UK. 
She helped decorate the ARROWSA-Bechet Ubuntu S’dumo 
Bike and wheel it around on the streets of  Durban during the 
Red Eye 2010 arts festival. She is working and studying towards 
an Institute of  Marketing Management degree. 

Nikita Kekana (18) – Durban Girls College matric learner 
and a member of  the South African junior surfing team. She 
represented SA at the International Surfing Association World 
Junior Games in Peru last year and came fourth in the U20 
division at thebBillabong SA Champs 2012 in Cape Town.

Mbuso Cele (16) – Blind cyclist who is a member of  the KZN 
Blind Tandem Cycling Association. 

Holly Wasserfall (16) – Eden College learner who is a music 
star. Her debut album Twenty Four Seven, a blend of  Afro jazz 
and pop, was released in 2010.

Nashlen Govindasamy (16) – Star College learner who is the 
current Durban Chess champion. He won the Durban Chess 
Club Premiership twice in 2010 and 2012 and hopes to become 
a Grandmaster.

Guest speakers included Eric Apelgren (Head of  International 
and Governance Relations, eThekwini Municipality), Naureen 
Craig (Chairperson, South African National Society) and Sarah 
Doignon (Director, Alliance Française de Durban).

The centrepiece of  the event was a magnificent cake in the 
shape of  a giant butterfly. The cake cutting was performed by 
eThekwini Deputy Mayor, Councillor Nomvuzo Shabalala, Miss 
Deaf  Africa 2011, Mbali Nkosi, and Councillor Logie Naidoo. 

Photos: Gabriella-Sofia Peppas

A butterfly-shaped cake was baked to celebrate the ocassion

AS A SOMEWHAT insular people, we forget that 
the very same toils and travails that plucked 

us out of historical obscurity are ones that attract 
hundreds of thousands of tourists to our shores every 
year. These tourists come here expecting Apartheid 
museums and safaris and actual white people living 
in Africa and discover a country that is so much more 
than these things. 

Foreigners are finding that South Africa is also 
a place for study, conferences, filming affordably 
and many more wacky and wonderful endeavours. 
Medical tourism is gaining ground. This practice of 
going abroad for affordable but quality treatment is 
particularly popular with people who want to hide 
cosmetic surgery behind the colourful facade of an 
exotic trek in the wild. Often visited by celebrities 
and increasingly referenced in a positive light, South 
Africa is slowly but surely emerging as a special and 
(Yes!) glamorous locale in its own right.

Tourism marketing for South Africa has never 
thrived as much as it has within the virtual dimension 
of the internet and social networking tools. The 2010 
World Cup certainly helped, but it is the internet that 
furthers the notion that SA is a premier destination. 

On popular website Trip Advisor, Cape Town was 
recently voted as the top spot in a list of places to 
see before you die, ahead of Sydney, Machu Picchu, 
Paris, Rio de Janeiro, New York, Rome, London, 
Barcelona and Hong Kong. Table Mountain has been 
chosen as one of the new Seven Natural Wonders of 
the World, also the result of global votes. 

The doyenne of South African cities, Kaapstad 
has long been the darling of vacationing Europeans 
and Americans… but now travellers from emerging 
regions are discovering our country through the 
information highway.  And online browsing leads them 
to places beyond the Mother City.

I’ve been lucky enough to have travelled to many 
wonderful places around the world, but some of my 
favourite holiday memories are of time spent in our 
very own nation.  

From the breathtaking Garden route to 
the magnificent Drakensberg Mountains and 
Mpumalanga’s many glories, it’s time we start 
appreciating that we have plenty of green grass right 

here at home.  Instead of buying things you 
can live without, explore your country. I can 
almost guarantee you won’t regret it. 
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Mubarak’s fall was dubbed the ‘Facebook 
Revolution’. 

The Arab Spring was more than a wave 
of  liberation. It was an event that amplified 
the power of  web-based communication 
and raised crucial questions concerning 
technology and the free flow of  data. Mobile 
phones and computers, with their increased 
availability on the market, altered traditional 
methods of  mobilisation. 

Anyone anywhere could instantaneously 
update followers and organise protests with 
minimal effort. Young tech-literate activists 
crossed geographical, cultural and linguistic 
barriers to rally support, despite numerous 
attempts by governments to shut down the 
internet and mobile networks.  Facebook, 
Twitter and blog posts took on a higher 
purpose and became an easier way to expose 
and topple governments.

Most of  the world was taken aback at 
the popularity of  social networking in Arab 
countries that many thought of  as primitive 
and technologically backward. With a stylish 
swagger, Arab youths told the rest of  the 
world: “Look! We can do this too.” I had to 
break my own stereotypes and now think 
that this is a force to be reckoned with. And 
new-found freedoms make it even more 
savvy competition.

Watch out, world!
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THE DRIVING MESSAGE behind 
the 2011 Arab Spring was ‘Enough 
is enough’. Millions of  oppressed 

citizens demanded the chance to live their 
lives free from tyranny and economic 
inequality. The deprived youth of  the Levant 
wanted what any young person wants: a 
glimpse of  the future.

One oppressed country after another 
turned the tables on their governments.
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya ... it was the biggest 
ripple effect of  resistance and revolution of  
my lifetime. As an avid student of  media and 
history, I was glued to CNN, Al Jazeera and 
BBC. Distant countries that I knew very little 
about thrust themselves to the fore so I asked 
myself  what made these upheavals different 
to the French or Russian revolutions: Social 
Networking.

Protest organisers relied heavily on the 
speed and convenience offered by social 
agents like Facebook, Twitter and blog posts 
to rapidly place tremendous pressure on 
oppressive regimes. In Tunisia, the Twitter 
hashtag #sidibouzid sparked mass unrest 
and let to the ousting of  President Ben Ali. 

Hosni Mubarak, president of  Egypt for 
three decades, was forced to step down in 
less than a month. 

Facebook played such a 
significant part in mobilising the 
Egyptian people and drawing 
worldwide attention that 12

Further aspects of 
digital revolutions
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